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ISSUE: The following is a brief history of the mobile/extension vendor licensing as 
requested by Councilman Couch at the last meeting. 

BACKGROUND: By way of follow up, Heidi Sines (Stick a Fork in It) has paid the $1,000 
business license fee since the last council meeting. Sushi By Chin has been sent a letter 
informing him that he requires a $200.00 business license rather than the $35.00 license he 
currently has in place. 

At three meetings in 2010 the city council debated the role of mobile vendors in the community, 
specifically the impact of non-property tax paying businesses competing with the traditional 
businesses. Some of the specific concerns included: anti-competitive nature by allowing a non-
property tax paying, non-utility connected business from "skimming the cream" by operating on 
peak days, the additional costs and burdens on traditional year around businesses would create a 
disincentive to those businesses, and the general inequities created by allowing this type of 
operation. 

Ultimately, in late 2011, the council adopted an annual license fee of $1,000 to allow these 
businesses but require them to help pay for the general government operations in a similar 
fashion as their brick and mortar competitors with the following exceptions to the $1,000 fee: 

1. Mobile vending on private property, when invited by the property owner to serve the 
property owner's business, employees, etc. 

2. Mobile vending on public rights-of-way, provided, that the vendor doesn't remain 
stationary for more than 10 minutes at a time. 

3. Mobile vending as part of community and special events remains exempt from the 
additional license fee. 

On August 23, 2017, the council created a new exception to the $1,000 annual fee that was 
designed to "assist local, brick and mortar businesses, that use mobile vendors such as food 
trucks to support their business model" by creating a new class of license known as an 
"extension vendor" which is a mobile vendor located at a single location, on private property, 
where the private property owner provides the mobile vendor's employees and customers access 
to traditional brick and mortar amenities including plumbed restrooms and tables and chairs. 



The annual license fee for extension vendors is $200.00, per location. 

The specialty business license section that deals with mobile and extension vendors is in SWMC 
5.04. 

Definitions are SWMC 5.04.010 C & E: 

C. "Mobile vending" or "mobile vendors" means sales of services and/or merchandise 
including food that occurs at or in a mobile vehicle, cart, trailer or similar vehicle that can be 
moved from location to location, but not including, however, the following: 

1. Mobile vending that occurs during and as a part of community events, which include 
Founders' Day, Blast from the Past, Loggerodeo, 4th of July, Thanksgiving, City of Lights 
Festival, and such other events as the city council may from time to time designate. 

2. Mobile vending on private property when invited by the property owner for the limited 
purpose of serving the business and employees of the business on private property (for example, 
the mobile food vendor being invited to serve a manufacturing company's employees). 

3. Mobile vending on public streets provided the following conditions are met: (a) the 
vehicle must be legally parked and cannot use more than a single designated parking space; (b) 
the vehicle or cart may not obstruct any street or sidewalk for the passage of other vehicles or 
pedestrians or result in noncompliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act as Amended 
(ADAAA); (c) the vehicle must not operate in a single location for more than ten minutes at a 
time. For purposes of this section, one location is defined as one city block (for example, the ice 
cream truck selling ice cream and frozen novelties from block to block). 

4. "Open air vending," which means the sales of services and/or merchandise including food 
that occurs at a table or other temporary location that is an integral extension of an already 
existing permanently sheltered business. Open air vending does not include garage sales. 

5. Mobile vending which occurs as part of a special event as defined in Chapter 12.44. 

E. "Extension vending" means sales of services and/or merchandise including food that occurs 
at or in a mobile vehicle, cart, trailer or similar vehicle that can be moved from location to 
location but is licensed to vend in a single, fixed location that provides access for employees and 
customers to plumbed restroom facilities and tables and chairs. 

Fees are in SWMC 5.04.030 B 3 & 5: 

3. Mobile Vendors. An annual license fee of one thousand dollars and compliance with the 
following requirements: 

a. Mobile vending is allowed on private property when invited by the property owner; 
and 

b. Mobile vending is allowed on public streets provided the following conditions are 
met: (i) the vehicle must be legally parked and cannot use more than a single designated parking 
space; (ii) the vehicle or cart may not obstruct any street or sidewalk for the passage of other 
vehicles or pedestrians or result in noncompliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 
amended (ADA); (iii) the vehicle must not operate in a single location for more than one hour at 
a time. For purposes of this section, one location is defined as one city block; and 



c. Nothing in this section shall relieve any person who is operating as a mobile vendor 
from compliance with all other requirements of the Sedro-Woolley Municipal Code, including 
but not limited to, for example, zoning, sewer, and mandatory solid waste service requirements. 

5. Extension Vendors. An annual license fee of two hundred dollars per location and 
compliance with the following requirements: 

a. Extension vending is allowed only on private property when invited by the property 
owner; and 

b. Nothing in this section shall relieve any person who is operating as an extension 
vendor from compliance with all other requirements of this code, including, but not limited to, 
for example, zoning, sewer, and mandatory solid waste service requirements. 

RECOMMENDATION: N/A information only. 




